..
..
..
..
.
http://www.windycityroadwarrior.com – Phone/Fax: 312-432-1284 - Cell: 312-399-3967 - dave@windycityroadwarrior.com
Windy City Road Warrior Presentations
If you are looking for interesting presentations for your museum, library, social group, or any other type of
organization, please consider tapping into the informational and visual resources available from Windy City Road
Warrior.com! We currently offer a portfolio of PowerPoint Presentations:

Route 66 Programs-The Crossroads of Cause and Coincidence: ILLINOIS State 66 & the Mother Road—Page 2
Before the Mother Road: Route 66, Illinois 4, & the Pontiac Trail—Page 2
Route 66: A Journey Through History – Page 2
Route 66 on a Tank of Gas: The Mother Road in Illinois – Page 3
Route 66 in Chicago: Where the Road Begins—Page 3
Al Capone & the Route 66 Connection—Page 3
Motoring West the Wright Way: Frank Lloyd Wright & Route 66—Page 4
Diners, Snake Pits, and Long-Haul Truckers: The Commerce of Route 66—Page 4
The Ghosts of Route 66—Page 4
The Mother Road to Hollywood: Route 66 on TV and the Silver Screen—Page 5

Chicago History and Architecture—
Great Chicago Fire: Rising From the Ashes—Page 5
Games Not Played: Chicago’s Failed Olympics 1904 & 2016—Page 5
Chicago Crossroads: Where the Circus Came to Rest—Page 6
Digging Deeper: The Foundations of Chicago Architecture—Page 6
One Place, Many Times: A Blimp, the Railroads, and the “Insanity” of Mary Lincoln—Page 6
Chicago Turns 180: From Frontier Outpost to World-Class City—Page 7
The Prohibition Era in Chicago—Page 7
Terminal City: Chicago’s Passenger Stations in the Golden Era of Rail—Page 7
Traveling to the Chicago Fairs: 1893 & 1933—Page 8
Christmas in Chicago—Page 8
Chicago by Design: Architectural Vistas for a Visitor’s Eyes – Page 8
No Little Plans: The Roads of Daniel Burnham’s Plan of Chicago – Page 9
From Chaplin to the Dark Knight: The Movie Industry in Chicago—Page 9

Illinois History—
The Not-so-Free State: Slavery and Involuntary Servitude in Illinois-Page 9
The Black Hawk War and Indian Removal in Illinois—Page 10
The Illinois Rogue’s Gallery: Our Infamous Politicians—Page 10
The Lincoln Highway in Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa – Page 10
The Illinois & Michigan Canal—Past and Present – Page 11
The Roads that Lead to Lincoln: Honest Abe on the Historic Highways of Illinois – Page 11
Ghost Roads of Illinois - Page 11
Abe, Mary & Robert Todd: The Lincoln Family Legacy in Ilinois – Page 12
200 Years of Illinois Roads: From Prairie Footpaths to the Country’s Crossroads – Page 12
State of Change: Mapping Illinois and The Old Northwest Territory – Page 12

Various Subjects—
The Ice Harvest: Industries Left Behind in the March toward Progress—Page 13
Prohibition in the U.S.: How a Wet Nation Went Dry—Page 13
Home for the Holidays: Our Travels and Traditions – Page 13
World War I: Homefront and Consequences—Page 14
Centennial 1921-1930: Past Events that Shaped the Present—Page 14
Good Food Fast: The 20th Century Dining Revolution—Page 14
Bringing Family History to Life: The Stories We Could Tell – Page 15

Standard and Custom Presentation Details – Page 15
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Bringing the Highways of History to YOU!

The Crossroads of Cause and Coincidence: ILLINOIS State 66 & the Mother Road
Only in Illinois does IL66 + US66 = 126. In this program
we discover the origins of this interesting math, where for
a few short years there was a coincidental intersection of
two different highways with the same number. We will
take a look at how people traveling from Chicago to St.
Louis might have mistakenly ended up in Yorkville,
wondering “Where the heck are we?” and “Can we get
there from here?”
We will see how solving this confusing state caused state
officials to re-use another route number from a different
part of Illinois. All of these changes blurred the line
between the concepts of causation and coincidence, as
travelers found their way along the confusing crossroads
of the Mother Road.

Before the Mother Road: Route 66, Illinois 4, & the Pontiac Trail
When the U.S. Highway system was created on
November 11, 1926, over 96,000 miles of roads under
the jurisdiction of the 48 states were given uniform
numbers to assist the motoring public. Route 66 was
unique on the map, tracing a crescent-shaped path 2448
miles from Chicago to Los Angeles through 8 states.
Within Illinois, 66 would connect Chicago to East St.
Louis by way of Bloomington and Springfield.
It turns out that this diagonal path was one of the oldest
travel corridors in the state. Before recorded history,
Native Americans followed herds of bison along this
path, Early settlers used it to make their way from the
great rivers along the Illinois borders to and through the
vast tall-grass prairie. Then came the railroads and farm-to-market paths along section lines. This program covers this early
history and the changes of the 20th century that tamed the path for motor vehicles and led the way to the Mother Road, the
Main Street of America, in the state where the road begins.

Route 66: A Journey Through History
The Historic Route 66 presentation, our most
popular program, begins with a video montage of
contemporary Route 66 scenes. We explore why
Route 66 “winds from Chicago to L.A.,” and how it
became a cultural icon.
Next, a video slide show of images showing damage
done to Route 66 cities and towns by the passing of
time and the migration of through traffic onto the
Interstates. The photos show desolation caused by
the bypass of previously thriving corridors of travel.
However, these images do not spell the “End of
Route 66.”
The final section is a “virtual tour” of Route 66 today
showing the vibrant life still lived along the Mother
Road, Route 66.
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Route 66 on a Tank of Gas: The Mother Road in Illinois
Route 66 on a Tank of Gas shows the many Mother
Road attractions along Illinois’ 300 miles of the highway.
An Illinois Route 66 adventure remains an economical
trip—see it all on one tank of gas!
We explore the importance of the travel corridor from
Chicago to St. Louis dating back centuries. Starting in
the 1920s Illinois became a leader in building “hard
roads,” pulling the Land of Lincoln “out of the mud” on
modern ribbons of concrete.
Finally, we take a virtual tour, stopping at restaurants,
museums, and historic sites-- getting our kicks on Illinois
Route 66!

Route 66 in Chicago: Where the Road Begins
On November 11, 1926, the U.S. Highway system was created.
Among the 96,628 miles of roads selected to carry the iconic highway
shields, one of the most prominent routes ran 2,448 miles to connect
Chicago with Los Angeles.
One of the first questions travelers ask is: why did Route 66 begin in
Chicago? As well, why were the particular streets chosen to carry the
highway through the city? In 2000, when I first became interested in
Route 66 history, I discovered that there were no definitive answers to
these questions. It took years of research to uncover the true reasons
for a beginning in Chicago, on Jackson Boulevard, for Route 66.
This program will detail the sometimes surprising story of the Chicago
connections to Route 66. It is a story that includes hotel magnates,
railroads, corrupt city officials, and robber baron/streetcar mogul
Charles Yerkes. Then we will take a virtual tour of Route 66 in
Chicago, uncovering some of the hidden history awaiting us on every
city block.

Al Capone and the Route 66 Connection
Al Capone came to Chicago in 1921 at age 22, summoned to be
Johnny Torrio’s chief lieutenant. Together they reaped millions from
prostitution, gambling, and bootlegging. Capone would take over in
1924, overseeing a bloody era of wars with rival gangs
Many businesses on or near Route 66 had ties to Capone, including
breweries, race tracks, roadhouses, brothels, and speakeasies. It
was on US 66 where Capone bought his Cadillacs and had them
armor-plated. And when Eliott Ness drove the convicted Capone
from Cook County Jail to the train bound for the Federal prison, they
used 66 for that final journey. These and many more stories are
covered in Al Capone and the Route 66 Connection.
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Motoring West the Wright Way: Frank Lloyd Wright & Route 66
Starting in 1934, Frank Lloyd Wright and an
entourage of architecture students headed south
from Wisconsin through Illinois, then west using
portions of Route 66, on a journey that would
become an annual event. The destination was
Taliesen West, Wright’s home and architectural
school in Scottsdale, AZ. These trips were led by
Wright driving one of his various automobiles, most
of which were painted Cherokee Red.
Wright’s active professional career would span 71
years, and his journeys on the highways of the
country including Route 66 would become a
metaphor for the growth of a nation and the growth
of an architectural legend. This program looks at
Wright’s annual pilgramage, his prized automobiles with which he led each journey, and the Wright structures
along the route that travelers can visit today as they “travel west on the highway that’s the best!”

Diners, Snake Pits, and Long-Haul Truckers: The Commerce of Route 66
For the modern-day Route 66 enthusiast, the
commerce most associated with the highway is
tourism. However, when the US Highway system
debuted in 1926, the planners had more in mind
than encouraging pleasure travel. Route 66
followed a path blazed by railroads on its run from
Chicago to LA. As muddy trails gave way to the
numbered hard roads, capitalism along the route
flourished in a uniquely democratic way. What
followed were unique ma-and-pa attractions, the
emergence of long-distance trucking, and new
populations spreading to suburbs and rural
towns.This program looks at how Route 66
transformed the spread of wealth and opportunity
from the big cities to the countryside in ways that
the railroads could not.

The Ghosts of Route 66
This program explores the Ghost Stories and the
Ghost Towns found along Route 66.
We cover ghostly legends and supernatural
phenomena in each of the eight Route 66 states.
Included are the ghost of Joliet’s Rialto Square
Theater, the mysterious Spook Light of Kansas, and
the spirit of the former owner that haunts the Museum
Club in Flagstaff, AZ.
Where 66 once brought countless travelers right
down the main street of towns such as Funks Grove,
Amboy, and Glenrio, the building of the Interstates
left these places to decay as Ghost Towns. Through
Ghost Stories and Ghost Towns, the Ghosts of
Route 66 live on.
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The Mother Road to Hollywood: Route 66 on TV and the Silver Screen
As the song “Get Your Kicks On Route 66” says,
the highway “winds from Chicago to L.A.” It is thus
no wonder that the world’s most famous road has
wound its way into many Hollywood productions.
In the 1934 film The St. Louis Kid, James Cagney
plays a truck driver on a regular run to Chicago.
Years later, films that would use a journey along
the highway’s path as part of the story include
National Lampoon’s Vacation and Planes,
Trains, and Automobiles.
Featuring clips from films and television shows,
we look at many more portrayals of Route 66
from the 1930s through the present. We will
see shows that use the road theme in locations along the highway, projects that feature location shoots along
the road, and movies that use Route 66 in their narrative. Movies and shows that will be featured include Cars,
The Grapes of Wrath, the Route 66 TV series. In the end, the viewer may well realize that life is a journey, and
Route 66 is the road to Tinsel Town!

Great Chicago Fire: Rising From the Ashes
The Great Chicago Fire burned through the city
October 8-10, 1871, killing 300 people and leaving
more than 100,000 residents homeless. As raindrops
finally doused the flames and city leaders assessed the
damage, the shock of tragedy was replaced by the
resolve to rebuild. The Chicago Tribune echoed the
sentiment of most when it proclaimed in its first post-fire
issue: “CHICAGO SHALL RISE AGAIN.”
In this program we will look at the causes of the fire and
how Chicago re-invented itself in the aftermath. We will
see that in the period from 1872 through the Plan of
Chicago in 1909, the city would rebuild, only to do it all
again in the early 20th Century. After the Great Fire, the
city would rise from the ashes, only to fall to the
progess of time.

Games Not Played: Chicago’s Failed Olympics 1904 & 2016
If former Mayor Richard M. Daley had his way, Chicago
would have hosted to the XXXI Olympiad in 2016, rather
than Rio de Janeiro. Yet despite the backing of most
civic leaders in the city and state and the blessing of the
USOC (United States Olympic Committee), Chicago's
hopes were abruptly dashed when the city was
eliminated in the first round of voting in Copenhagen.
Chicago was actually chosen as the host city for the
1904 games, but politics and circumstances conspired
to snatch the prize away to St. Louis. This program
looks into what might have been and what went wrong.
We also look at why many believe that Chicago's 2016
failure was a blessing in disguise. We also look at the
legacy of the Olympics in recent host cities to see what
has been done with their Olympic infrastructure.
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Chicago Crossroads: Where the Circus Came to Rest
Many business came through Chicago to take
advantage of well-traveled transportation corridors
created by the railroads. Among those that would
use Chicago’s rail corridors to great advantage
were the traveling circuses of the 19th and 20th
centuries. Buffalo Bill Cody brought his Wild West
Show to the World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893.
Cody would serve as the first President of the
Showmen’s League in Chicago in 1913. The
League established a cemetery for circus
performers west of the city in 1917, Showmen’s
Rest. It would soon become the final resting place
for the victims of a tragic 1918 circus train wreck in
nearby Gary, Indiana. Chicago Crossroads:
Where the Circus Came to Rest will take a virtual
tour through Chicago to its intersections with these
performers and the shows that they put on..

Digging Deeper: The Foundations of Chicago Architecture
When constructing a tall Chicago building, before you build up, you
have to dig down. Some of the first problems pioneering Chicago
architects had to deal with were the conditions uncovered when
they dug into the city’s swampy, muddy soil. Before technology
was perfected for anchoring buildings in bedrock, many early
skyscrapers were built on shallow spread foundations. Much like a
raft, spread foundations would allow a building to settle a few
inches into the soft soil and then float on the somewhat firmer clay
below. With buildings such as the iconic Monadnock the method
worked well, as it settled over 20 inches but still stands straight in
the skyline nearly 130 years after its construction.
In addition to the physical foundations, this program discusses the
many ways young builders of the early “Chicago School” had to
innovate to create and invent the tall commercial building. We
uncover the amazing stories of buildings old and new and the
giants of design and engineering who built them.

One Place, Many Times: A Blimp, the Railroads, and the “Insanity” of Mary Lincoln
One of the great joys of historical research is when
unexpected stories are uncovered. Then, as you dig deeper
into those stories, connections to other people and places
are unearthed into an amazing tableau. This program is all
about a particular place and all of the incredible events that
occurred there in different times.
The place is Chicago, at the northeast corner of LaSalle
Street and Jackson Boulevard. Many structures have been
built on this site, all designed by Chicago’s pre-eminent
architects, including Boyington, Burnham, and Jenney. The
events that occurred here involved politicians, railroad
moguls, Mary Lincoln, robber baron Charles Yerkes, and a
hotelier named Drake. Two terrible disasters would wreak
havoc on this place, and a meeting would take place here
that determined how we would forever after set our clocks. All this and more will be discussed as we dig deep
into One Place, Many Times: A Blimp, the Railroads, and the “Insanity” of Mary Lincoln.
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Chicago Turns 180: From Frontier Outpost to World-Class City
The year 2017 is Chicago’s 180th birthday as a city. Notable in
all those years is how many times Chicago has had to literally
take 180-degree turns and change its direction. In 1837, the
city of 4000 people was created to be the transfer point for
water transport between the Great Lakes and the new Illinois
& Michigan Canal then under construction. By 1850, Chicago
was emerging as the railroad hub of the North American
Continent. The city burned down in 1871 and rose from its
ashes to become the greatest city of the 19th Century. It then
polished its image in the eyes of the world with the wonders of
two world’s fairs. It was both the center of industry and of the
rise of labor unions, the headquarters for the Temperance
Movement and the battleground of Prohibition. This program
looks at all of the changes the city has gone through, and the
challenges that it faces now and in the future

The Prohibition Era in Chicago
It is well known that the Prohibition Era in Chicago saw the
rise and fall of Al Capone. At the same time, the city was
home to progressives Clarence Darrow and Jane Addams;
crooked politicians “Big Bill” Thompson and “Hinky-Dink”
Kenna; and reform Mayor William Dever and the
muckraking Chicago Crime Commission.
Chicago has always been the nation’s hub for
transportation, and the railroads brought African Americans
to the city during the prohibition era in the great migration.
Among them were “King” Oliver and Louis Armstrong. Amid
flappers and temperance leaders, tea rooms and
speakeasies, life in Chicago was a microcosm of the United
States—a crossroads where everything new came to terms
with deep-rooted traditions. We take a look at all this and
more in The Prohibition Era in Chicago.

Terminal City: Chicago’s Passenger Stations in the Golden Era of Rail
From after the Civil War until the rise of commercial
jet travel in the early 1960s, anyone wishing to travel
long distances across the North American continent
likely did so via passenger rail. It is also likely that
these folks passed through Chicago’s passenger rail
stations on their journeys.
Chicago was the gateway between east and west and
home to six large stations serving the needs of a
majority of the long-haul rail companies. This program
will give us a glimpse of the experiences of the
passengers who passed through those terminals–
each of which had its own unique look and
“personality.” We will see that Chicago was indeed
the Gateway City for anyone traveling across the
country in the era of travel by rail.
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Traveling to the Chicago Fairs: 1893 & 1933
The Chicago World’s Fairs of 1893 and 1933-34 attracted an
astounding number of visitors to the city. In each case the attendance
numbers were equal to over 40% of the country’s population. This
program answers two questions: what did they come to see, and how
did they get here?
If the fairs were held today, most visitors would arrive by air. In both
1893 and 1933, the journey to Chicago was far more problematic.
Most arrived by train, some came by lake steamers, and international
visitors took Ocean Liners to the US. In 1933, adventurous motorists
could travel on the still-primitive US Highways. The reward for a
difficult journey were expositions that showed the promise of a better
future.By Traveling to the Chicago Fairs, we will see if those
promises were kept.

Christmas in Chicago
In "Christmas in Chicago" we re-live the traditions of the holiday and
how they have evolved over the years to our current experience. In the
early 20th century the annual Chicago Christmas parade held on
Thanksgiving began. The many department stores on State Street
competed to outdo each other with their elaborate displays in their
windows. There would be caroling under the Marshall Field clock and
the enjoyment of a special Christmas meal under the Walnut Room
Christmas tree.
Competing with Field's were Sears, Wards, Wieboldt, Rothschild, and
the Fair--among the many huge department stores along the Street.
We also learn the story of how Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
started as a promotional coloring book given away to get people to visit
the State Street Ward's store. These days we have Chriskindlmarket
and ice skating at Millennium Park--and Caroling to the Animals at
Lincoln Park Zoo. This and more will be included in the program
"Christmas in Chicago."

Chicago by Design: Architectural Vistas for a Visitor’s Eyes
This program highlights the builders who created the architectural vistas
seen by millions of visitors to Chicago throughout the city’s history. We
concentrate on the structures seen along Jackson Boulevard from its
time as a central thoroughfare for railroad era travelers through its
designation as Route 66.
Chicago by Design: Architectural Vistas for a Visitor’s Eyes explores
the architecture of this important travel corridor. Included are views and
discussions of W. W. Boyington’s Grand Pacific and Stratford Hotels,
William Le Baron Jenney’s Fair Store, the Rookery and Monadnock
buildings of Burnham and Root, and the Marquette Building of Holabird
and Roche. The information and images in this program are based upon
an award-winning series of articles that has appeared in the quarterly
publication of the National Historic Route 66 Federation since 2007.
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No Little Plans: The Roads of Daniel Burnham’s Plan of Chicago
The 1909 Plan of Chicago influenced the development of Chicagoland
as we know it today: Chicago’s lakefront parks, double-decked Wacker
Drive, and the Michigan Avenue Bridge were among the features of the
Plan.
In our presentation No Little Plans, we look at the Plan’s concepts for
road building that included a system of highways throughout the
region. They wrote, “While good highways are of great value to the
terminal cities, they are of even greater value to the outlying towns,
and of greatest value to the farming communities…"
The presentation looks at the highways proposed by the Plan, and how
they differed from our current expressways. The Plan proposed a
system that would add to the surface transportation already in place.
We see how different Chicagoland might be if we had not dismantled
our streetcar and rail system in favor of near-complete dependence on
cars and trucks.

From Chaplin to the Dark Knight: The Movie Industry in Chicago
Early in the history of motion picture production,
Chicagoans George Spoor and Gilbert “Bronco Billy”
Anderson founded the Essanay Film Manufacturing
Company on the city’s North Side. They released hit
movies starring Ben Turpin and Gloria Swanson, and
produced Charlie Chaplin’s iconic film, The Tramp.
As motion pictures developed as an art form, storefront
nickelodeons gave way to opulent movie palaces. The
Chicago-based Rapp & Rapp architectural firm, headed
by brothers Cornelius and George, designed over 400 of
the nation’s most elegant showplaces, including the
Chicago Theater and the Rialto Square in Joliet.
For several decades, Chicago was sporadically a featured location in popular movies, but with the success of
The Blues Brothers, the number of film shot on location here increased significantly. Today, Cinespace
Studios on the city’s west side is the largest film studio outside of Hollywood. In this program, we will look at the
whole history of the film industry in Chicago, from the days of Charlie Chaplin through such modern classics as
The Dark Knight.

The Not-so-Free State: Slavery and Servitude in Illinois
Soon after the Revolutionary War, the U.S. Congress passed the
Northwest Ordinance that set policy for the territory west of the
thirteen established states and north of the Ohio River. Article 6 of
the ordinance stipulated: “There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude,” anywhere in the territory.
It is commonly thought that when Illinois was admitted as a state
in 1818, the prohibition on slavery was continued. In fact, slavery
was practiced in many of the southern counties. Loopholes in the
law were used to legalize slavery for the saline industry and to
coerce many slaves brought into the state to sign themselves into
“voluntary” servitude. In 1822, a referendum was held to
determine if the state constituion should be changed to make
slavery completely legal.
In this program, we look at the history of slavery in Illinois,
including the “Reverse Underground Railroad” that kidnapped free
blacks and sold them back into the south, and we see that our state was once not so free after all.
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The Black Hawk War and Indian Removal in Illinois
In April 1832, a Sauk chief named Black Hawk led a group of 1,000 Native
Americans across the Mississippi into Illinois. Known as “the British Band,” the
group was comprised of men, women, and children of the Sauk, Meskawaki,
and Kickapoo. Black Hawk claimed his people had not been properly
represented at treaty negotiations with the U.S. Government, and thus they
retained rights to their ancestral lands.
The Governor of Illinois reacted to Black Hawk’s return as if it was an act of war.
The battles over the next three months would become the last in the state, a
climactic time in the story of Indian removal in Illinois. Within seven years a few
final treaties would result in the elimination of all Native American tribes to lands
west of the MIssissippi.
In this program we will take an overview of the “Indian problem,” from first
interaction with the French voyageurs, attempts at assimilation and coexistence,
and finally treaties and government promises broken. We look at the Trail of
Tears, the final war dance in 1835 Chicago, and the emergence of Native American casinos in the epic clash of
cultures. It all happened in a land named for an indigenous nation of people, the Illinois

The Illinois Rogue’s Gallery: Our Infamous Politicians
The stories of now-jailed former Governors George Ryan and Rod
Blagojevich are familiar, but public corruption in Illinois is nothing new.
Chicago is considered the most corrupt city in the United State and Illinois
ranks third among states.
Since 1976, Federal prosecutors secured over 1,800 convictions of public
officials statewide. Others evaded punishment through devious means. Four
governors have been found guilty of corruption and one other was acquitted
under suspicious circumstances.
Chicago Aldermen Hinky-Dink Kenna and Bathouse John Coughlin treated
every City Council vote as an opportunity for graft. Alderman Paddy Bauler
famously stated “Chicago ain’t ready for reform.” Dixon, Illinois learned
corruption was not limited to Chicago as their city comptroller Rita Crundwell
pled guilty to embezzling over $30 million.This program looks explores
whether Chicago and Illinois will ever be “ready for reform.”

The Lincoln Highway in Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa
In 1915, the Lincoln Highway became the first named auto trail to be marked
from coast-to-coast. It was the start of the automobile era as Americans began
their love affair with the horseless carriage. As early motorists roamed the
country, they found mainly dirt roads in terrible condition.
This program begins with an overview of the history of the Lincoln Highway,
part of a grass-roots effort called the Good Roads Movement that sought to
champion improvements. The ultimate goal was to enact a system of
government involvement in building hard surfaces on the public highways of
the country. The success of this movement led to the creation of the U.S. and
state highway systems.
The Lincoln Highway story includes such luminaries as Dwight
Eisenhower and Emily Post, who wrote a series of articles during her trip
across the country through 13 states. Today’s Lincoln Highway traveler is
taken back in time. In Indiana from Fort Wayne to Dyer; in Illinois from
Chicago Heights to Fulton through Dixon and DeKalb; and in Iowa from
Clinton to Council Bluffs, we end the program with a virtual tour full of
nostalgia and history.
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The Illinois & Michigan Canal—Past and Present
Long before highways and railroads turned Chicago into the transportation
hub of the U.S., the Illinois & Michigan Canal literally put the city on the
map. In 1673, the French-Canadian explorers Louis Joliet and Jacques
Marquette were the first non-Native Americans to travel from the Illinois
River to Lake Michigan via the Des Plaines and Chicago Rivers. They
noted in their journals that a canal could be built to connect these
waterways, creating a navigable channel of travel stretching from the Great
Lakes to the vast Mississippi River system.
The promise of a canal’s potential for spreading commerce from the settled
east to the western frontier led to the founding of Chicago as the
commercial transfer point between Lake Michigan vessels and canal
barges.
In this PowerPoint presentation, we will explore the story of the building of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal and its eventual replacement by railroads. We
will take a “virtual tour” of its surviving structures from Bridgeport in Chicago
to Peru, Illinois 96 miles to the southwest.

The Roads that Lead to Lincoln: Honest Abe on the Historic Highways of Illinois
In this presentation, we begin with a whimsical look at the impact that
Lincoln has made on our culture, from businesses such as Lincoln
Towing and Lincoln Insurance, to cars such as the Lincoln Continental.
Next, we trace the major events of his life from his arrival in Illinois in
1830 until he left for Washington as President-elect in 1861. We look at
the ways he championed the growth of Illinois through his work as a state
legislator and as an attorney. We then see through somber images as his
funeral train brings him home for his final rest.
In the final section of the presentation, we take a virtual tour along
Route 66, the Great River Road, and the Lincoln Highway in search
of sites related to the life of Abraham Lincoln. The tour includes
images of the places visited by Lincoln, as well as monuments and
museums dedicated to his legacy. The emphasis is on the places
that travelers can visit to better understand Lincoln while enjoying the historic highways of Illinois.

Ghost Roads of Illinois
Legends abound of haunted happenings and eerie occurrences along the
thoroughfares of Illinois. In Collinsville, locals speak in hushed tones of the
seven railroad crossings of Lebanon Road.. If a vehicle crosses the railroad
tracks on all seven places along Lebanon, and encounters the last at the
stroke of midnight, it is said that the gates of Hell open and transport the car
and its occupants to the underworld, never to be seen again.
While some may suspend disbelief and others remain skeptical, there is no
doubting the reality of the dead end roads and abandoned alignments we
discuss in part two of the program. Some roads were built for only shortterm use, and other remain as testament to places that were left behind as
time and people moved on. In Bates, Illinois a section of old Highway 54
served as an experimental road in the early 1920s. A test track near Ottawa
helped highway engineers design the Interstates. And al around the states
are abandoned Ghost Road to nowhere.In Ghost Roads of Illinois we revisit
the Bates Road, Lebanon Road, and more as we tour through the forgotten
and haunted thoroughfares of the state.
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Abe, Mary & Robert Todd: The Lincoln Family Legacy in Ilinois
While much is written about the enormous impact of Abraham Lincoln on
the history of Illinois, the contributions of his wife and oldest son are
sometimes overlooked. In this program, we explore the Lincoln Family
Legacy in the state, from Abe’s arrival as a young man in 1830 to Robert
Todd’s departure for Vermont and Washington DC in 1911.
Mary Todd Lincoln was an educated young lady from a well-to-do family,
and as the Lincoln family grew she managed their home and engaged in
spirited conversations with her husband. Mr. Lincoln relied on her intellect
and knowledge as he formed his political policy positions.
Robert Todd Lincoln was the oldest of the Lincoln children, and the only one
to live a full, long life. After spending attending Harvard and joining the Army
in the final year of the Civil War, Robert moved to Chicago with his mother
and completed his education. He went into law practice in the city, and then
went on to be a legal counsel and later President of the Pullman Company.
In Abe, Mary, and Robert Todd, we will see that there is more than one
important person sharing a famous surname in this Land of Lincoln(s).

200 Years of Illinois Roads: From Prairie Footpaths to the Country’s Crossroads
As European-origin people began exploring Illinois territory, they found their
way across the tall-grass prairie by using trails named for their destinations
(Ottawa Trail and Joliet Road) or prominent early residents (Hubbard’s Trace
and Ogden Avenue). These important roads remained only footpaths through
the prairie.
In 1820, construction began on the National Road, a thoroughfare of stone
surfaces and bridges that would run from Cumberland, Maryland to the
Mississippi River. The coming of the Iron Horse put a stop to most road
improvements.
In the early 1920s, a 2-mile stretch near Bates, Illinois served as an
experimental road, where different pavement materials and thicknesses were
tested. Heavy trucks drove repeatedly over the sections to see how the
different types held up to abuse in all types of weather. This set standards for
the state’s early highways and made Illinois a leader in highway design. In
200 Years of Illinois Roads we revisit the National Road, the Bates Test Road,
and more as we see how Illinois pulled itself out of the mud.

State of Change: Mapping Illinois and The Old Northwest Territory
Today we call this area the Upper Midwest— the land west of Pennsylvania
stretching to the Mississippi, bordered north and south by the Great Lakes
and the Ohio River. However, for the young United States of America, it was
the Northwest Territory.
The Land Ordinance of 1785 created a standard for surveying the Territory
into sellable lots; but over the previous two centuries the land had been
explored by various European-origin people, and maps were created to
assist these pioneers in their travels. As the new civilizations became
familiar with the land, battles ensued with the native peoples. Political
boundaries were drawn and amended; treaties settled disputes over
sovereignty and dominion, then often treaties were superseded or broken.
This program will trace the history of how Illinois emerged from the Old
Northwest Territory. Using maps, drawings, and photos, we explore the
story of the reshaping of the central continent via lines on a map, and the
establishment of the state we now call “home.”
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The Ice Harvest: Industries Lost to the March of Progress
In the present day, diminishing demand has put many coal miners
out of work. As well, technological progress has transformed the
world of electronic media entertainment to the point where there
remains only one Blockbuster Video store in the country.
Over the course of U.S. History, many crafts and industries have
dissappeared or diminished in importance due to the march of
progress. In this program we look at the Ice Trade, an industry
that harvested ice each winter from Crystal and Wolf Lakes and
then stored it for use year round. If not for the Ice Trade, it would
have been impossible for the Chicago Stockyards to ship its
products to eastern markets, and brewers would have not been
able to make lager beer in the heat of summer. The discussion
will look at other trades of the past, from blacksmiths to telephone operators, and once indespensible tools like
slide rules and sextants. While we comiserate with the people who lose their livelihoods to the march of
progress, we realize that the new inovations generally lead to new opportunities once unimaginable.

Prohibition in the U.S.: How a Wet Nation Went Dry
In colonial times, the average American drank about seven
gallons of alcoholic beverages per year, more than three times
the current consumption. Beer and hard cider were important
components of the daily food diet, and spirits were respected for
their medicinal properties.
George Washington’s whiskey distillery at Mount Vernon
produced 11,000 gallons of liquor in 1799. John Adams started
every day with a draft of hard cider before breakfast, and Thomas
Jefferson was considered the epitome of sobriety since he
restricted his drinking to “only” 3 to 4 glasses of wine with dinner.
This program looks at how attitudes about drinking evolved over
the course of the 19th and early 20th centuries. We see how a
confederation of disparate forces, such as the Ku Klux Klan, the
Methodist Church, and the women’s suffrage movement, took a nation of imbibers dry. We look how the
nation’s “Noble Experiment” in social engineering, by some considered a compassionate attempt at improving
the general health and welfare, led to terrible unintended consequences.

Home for the Holidays: Our Travels and Traditions
A thousand years ago, nearly everyone stayed home in the
months between the fall harvest and the spring planting. In all
cultures celebrations took place, most evolving from pagan
rituals. Our most cherished holiday traditions have their origin
in Norse, Roman, and Greek mythology. In this program we
explore many cultural traditions, including the Buddhist Bodhi
Day, the Islamic Mawlid el-Nabi, and Hanukkah—the Jewish
Festival of Lights.
Everything changed with the coming of the industrial age, yet
our traditions and the pull of hearth and home remained strong.
We rushed to go “home for the holidays,” or at least to yearn to
do so. Crowded roads, trains, and planes ruled the day, and
winter weather often ruin plans. We look at these changes, and
we also look back a century to a time when World War One paused for a Christmas truce.
A rise in consumerism and a more secular approach to gift-giving, led to Cyber Monday and Black Friday. We
look at some events that occurred in those years when Mother Nature did its worst to keep people away from
their goals. In the end we may once again realize that “for the holidays we can’t beat home sweet home!”
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World War I: Homefront and Consequences
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson successfully won election to a second
term. His campaign slogan “He Kept Us Out of War, ” was in keeping with the
majority sentiment of the country. However, less than a month after his second
inauguration Wilson requested a declaration of war on Germany. This program
begins with an overview of the reasons for the country’s changing attitudes and
the consequences of the decision to join in the conflict.
The entry into war led to many changes on the homefront. The government
took over the railroads to mobilize troops and supplies to the east coast.
Civilians endured rationing of such products as wheat that were needed to feed
the troops. The same rationale led to passage of Wartime Prohibition of the
manufacture of intoxicating beverages.
Finally, we look at conditions as the veterans returned. Many soldiers endured
the long-term effects of exposure to mustard gas, while the able-bodied were
able to enjoy the benefits of an era of economic uplift and positive outlook. The
country had been victorious in battle in the “War to end all wars.”

Centennial 1921-1930: Past Events that Shaped the Present
This program looks back 100 years to the
decade of 1921-1930. Those years saw the
first Ford Model A, the historic flight of
Charles Lindbergh, and the first roadside
lodging to call itself a “Mo-tel.”. Gandhi is
imprisoned in India for sedition, and Hitler
goes to jail for a failed coup. It is a turbulent
time for race relations, with the destruction
of Tulsa’s Black Wall Street and the
torching of Rosewood, Florida by the Ku
Klux Klan. It is the era of National
Prohibition, the boom of the Roaring Twenties, and the bust of Black Friday and the start of the Great
Depression. We see that times and technology change, but people and their decisions resonate over time. This
program brings us back to that time so long ago that sheds light on our current culture, in both our progress and
our continued challenges.

Good Food Fast: The 20th Century Dining Revolution
Good Food Fast: The 20th Century Dining Revolution tells the
story through words, photos, and music, of how our favorite
dining establishments evolved from Fred Harvey railroad dining
cars and urban lunch counters. We look at the serious concerns
in the early 1900s with food safety that led to establishments
marketing their open kitchens, use of popular and trusted brandname ingredients, and scrupulous attention to cleanliness. We
see how these trends began in urban centers, such as
Philadelphia, New York, and Chicago, and how they spread
across the country first along the rail lines, and later along the
highways. From carhops to cookie-cutter franchises, from familiar
foods to unique eats, this program will satisfy a thirst for
knowledge—although it may leave you hungry for more!
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Bringing Family History to Life: The Stories We Could Tell
Every family has its stories. Beyond basic genealogical facts, the
events in the lives of our ancestors can amuse or entertain,
showcase traditions or cultural values, or provide insights into the
shared society and culture. Writing the unique stories of a person’s
family can preserve the facts and provide a record for future
generations.
Through images and music, Bringing Family History to Life: The
Stories We Could Tell is designed to help motivate those who have
an interest in their genealogy to take the next step and create a
written record of their unique family stories. We discuss how a
collection of family images, documents, and heirlooms remain
incomplete without the contextual information that can only be
provided with a written explanation.
To overcome the fears of writing, we show how getting started with
brief biographical sketches can be easy. We cover simple methods
for organizing short pieces that can stand alone or later be
combined into a larger project. We end with the message that
anyone CAN write the stories of their families—and if they do not,
who will?

Standard Presentation Details
Our PowerPoint presentations last 45-60 minutes and involve as much audience interaction as practical. We
encourage and prefer time to be set aside at the end of the presentation for Q & A and discussion. We provide
the PowerPoint files and can use our own laptop computer. We can supply other audio/video equipment (LCD
projector, screen, audio, microphone) if unavailable at the venue.
All of our current presentation offerings include archival postcard views and photographs as well as current
views. Musical segments are included with video slideshow accompaniment. We strive to entertain as well as
enlighten, and to give the patrons an in-depth experience with information they can use for their own
explorations.

Customized Presentations
With sufficient lead-time, we can customize our presentation to the specifications of the customer. Our
resources include information that can be used to create programs for any specific segment of highway and
transportation history relating to Chicago, or to Illinois, or to the corridors of transportation and commerce for
which the city and state serve as hubs. We stand ready to meet any challenge within the scope of our archival
resources.
Please use the contact information below for details as to pricing and date availability.
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