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24 February, 2008

The Route 66 Association of lllinois
Hall of Fame Museum

ATTN: Hall of Fame Committee
110 W. Howard Street

Pontiac, IL 61764

SUBJECT: Frank T. Sheets: Father of Route 66 in lllinois

Dear Hall of Fame Committee Members:

The lllinois Route 66 Hall of Fame honors those that “have made significant contributions to the character
or history of the lllinois portion of Route 66 while it was an official United States highway in the State
(1927-1977).” In the following pages, | will detail and document how Mr. Frank Thomas Sheets not only
meets the qualification for Hall of Fame induction, he could easily be the most important figure in our
history in terms of shaping the events that led to the existence of lllinois Route 66 as we know it. Here are
some of the main points:

O Frank T. Sheets headed the lllinois Division of Highways from 1920-1932. During his tenure,
the state came from “out of the mud” to break the record four times for miles paved in a year by
any state. The Division’s work under his command included the completion of hard surface
pavement on all of lllinois State Bond Issue (SBI) Route 4 between Chicago and the McKinley
Bridge (over the Mississippi River into St. Louis) by the end of 1926. When U.S. 66 was
commissioned and routed along SBI 4, lllinois could boast of being the only state with hard
roads along the entire length of its share of the highway.

O Mr. Sheets also served as President of the American Association of State Highway Officials
(AASHO) and a member of its “Committee of Five” that created the original U.S. Highway map
and numbering system. He fought against the regional interests that wanted the highway
connecting Los Angels and St. Louis to continue east through Kentucky and Virginia. He and
his fellow committee members won the battle for a “single-numbered highway” connecting
Chicago to Los Angeles, and thus they created the highway we now “preserve and promote.”

O From 1927-1932, the Division of Highways under Mr. Sheets continued to improve Route 66
with wider pavements, grade separations, and the change in routing that brought such beloved
towns as Litchfield and Hamel into the Route 66 community.

| believe Frank T. Sheets belongs in the lllinois Route 66 Hall of Fame because he was in charge of
building, maintaining, and improving the highway, and he was instrumental in its designation as U.S.
Highway 66. | believe he truly is the Father of Route 66 in lllinois.

Please read the following pages for documentary detail of the items described above. | appreciate your
due diligence and consideration of this nomination.

Regards,

David G. Clark
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In the years before Route 66 was createdymeowas more responsible than Frank T.
Sheets for preparing the hard road surfaddinbis SBI 4 to take on Mother Road
traffic. His influence ensured that theginal U.S. Highway map included a single-
numbered highway connecting Chicago to Bogeles, bringing us the highway we now
enjoy. His contributions continued withshstewardship of thidlinois Division of
Highways through Route 66’s first six yeafsexistence, when he was ultimately
responsible for highway improvementsute changes, and maintenance.

| feel it is now time to honor Frank T. Sheets, the true Father of lllinois Route 66, by
inducting him into the lllinois Route 66 Half Fame. | thank you for your consideration.

ADDENDUMS:

Portrait of Frank T. Sheets

SBI Progress Maps, 1921-1922

SBI Progress Map 1926 and Images of completed SBI 4
Maps showing routings from Springfield to Staunton.

Frank T. Sheets Biographical Sketch

Message from surviving family members of Frank T. Sheets
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