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Windy City Road Warrior Presentations-- 
Bringing the Highways of History to YOU! 

If you are looking for interesting presentations for your museum, library, social group, or any other 
type of organization, please consider tapping into the informational and visual resources available 
from Windy City Road Warrior.com! We currently offer seven PowerPoint Presentations: 

The Lincoln Highway in Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa 

Automobiles were the playthings of the rich until 1909, when Henry Ford 
produced the Model Tðthe first car that the average working family could 
afford. The number of cars manufactured and owned began to take off, but 
unfortunately there were few good places to drive them! For over half a 
century, long-distance travel in the United States had been accomplished by 
rail, and few roads suitable for the new horseless carriages existed. If the early 
cars did not break down on their own, it was very likely they would get stuck in 
mud on the dirt roads that existed outside of cities and towns. 

A grass-roots effort 
began, backed by car 

companies and related 
industries, to pull the country out of the mud. The 
ñGood Roads Movementò championed named auto 
trails on the best available roads and advocated for 

government involvement in building hard surfaces 
on the public highways of the country. The first 

named auto trail to be marked from coast-to-coast 
was the Lincoln Highway.  

Auto parts entrepaneur Carl Fisher was the guiding 
force behind marking a trail across the country from 
New Yorkôs Time Square to Lincoln Park in San Francisco. He would go on to found the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, the city of Miami Beach, and he would also begin the Dixie Highway. In each state 
along the way, the Lincoln Highway Association sponsored the creation of a ñseedling mile,ò one mile of 
hard road that would show the traveler the advantages to be had if ñgood roadsò could become a 
governmental mandate.  

The Lincoln Highwayôs story includes such 
luminaries as Dwight Eisenhower and 
Emily Post, who wrote a series of articles 
during her trip across the country. Today, 
the traveler in the Midwest is taken back in 
time. In Indiana from Fort Wayne to Dyer 
by way of Valparaiso and Merrillville; in 
Illinois from Chicago Heights to Fulton 
through Dixon and DeKalb; and in Iowa 
from Clinton to Council Bluffs, we end the 
program with a virtual tour full of nostalgia 
and history.  
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Greetings From Chicago: Architectural Vistas through a Visitorôs Eyes 

After the 1871 Chicago Fire, the city rose 
from the ashes to become the 
transportation and commercial Gateway to 
the American West. Builders, dreamers, 
and travelers had flocked to the Windy 
City, creating the skyscrapers and 
thoroughfares that would come to define 
the transportation capital of the North 
American continent. This program 
showcases the builders who created the 
architectural vistas seen by millions of 
visitors. 

Since the dawn of the railroad era, Jackson Boulevard in 
Chicagoôs Loop was a haven for travelers coming to the Windy 
City. The thoroughfareôs proximity to five passenger rail stations 
made it an ideal place for hotels, and the cityôs architects were 
employed in building them. In time the Route 66 corridor would 
utilize both Jackson and Adams Streets, and travelers using the 
highway were treated to views of some of the masterpieces of 
Chicago School architecture. 

Greetings From Chicago: Architectural Vistas through a 
Visitorôs Eyes explores the architecture of this important travel 
corridor. Included are views and discussions of W. W. 
Boyingtonôs Grand Pacific and Stratford Hotels, William Le 
Baron Jenneyôs Fair Store, the Rookery and Monadnock 
buildings of Daniel Burnham and John Root, and the Marquette 
Building of William Holabird and Martin Roche.  

Other designers and firms whose work is 
discussed in the presentation include 
Graham, Anderson, Probst & White, Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Mies van der Rohe, 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, and Phillip 
Johnson. The information and images in 
this program is based upon an award-
winning series of articles that has 
appeared in the quarterly publication of the 
National Historic Route 66 Federation 
since 2007. 
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The Illinois & Michigan CanalðPast and Present 

 
Long before highways and railroads turned Chicago 
into the transportation hub of the U.S., it was the 
Illinois & Michigan Canal that literally put the city on 
the map. In 1673, the French-Canadian explorers 
Louis Joliet and Jacques Marquette were the first 
non-Native Americans to travel from the Illinois River 
to Lake Michigan via the Des Plaines and Chicago 
Rivers. They noted in their journals that a canal could 
be built to connect these waterways to allow for a 
navigable channel of travel stretching from the Great 
Lakes to the vast Mississippi River system. 

 
The promise of a canalôs future potential for 
spreading commerce from the settled east to the 
western frontier led to the founding of Fort Dearborn 
to protect the Chicago River harbor. The potential 
also led to treaties with Native Americans and the 
creation by the state of Illinois of a canal 
commission that would build and operate the 
waterway. Chicago was founded to be the 
commercial transfer point between Lake Michigan 
vessels and canal barges. When the canal opened 
in 1848, the flow of commerce across the continent 
changed forever. 
  
In this PowerPoint presentation, we will explore the story of the building of the Illinois & Michigan Canal 
and its eventual replacement by newer canals, railroads, and expressways. We will take a ñvirtual tourò of 
its surviving structures from Bridgeport in Chicago to its terminus in Peru, Illinois 96 miles to the 
southwest.  
 

 
The Roads that Lead to Lincoln: Honest Abe on the Historic Highways of Illinois 

 
 
The Land of Lincoln will be celebrating the 
150th anniversary of Abraham Lincolnôs 
election as President in 2010. In this 
presentation, we begin with a whimsical look 
at the impact that Lincoln has made on our 
culture, from businesses such as Lincoln 
Towing and Lincoln Insurance, to cars such as 
the Lincoln Continental. Next, we trace the 
major events of his life from his arrival in 
Illinois in 1830 until he left for Washington as 
President-elect in 1861.  

 


